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BOOK OF THE MONTH CLUB-FEBRUARY CO-SELECTION 
With Tregaskis, Guadalcanal Disery 


Angell, Norman. Let the People Know. Viking Press. Jan. 22, 1943, 
pe2h5 $2.50 


Isolation is out for the duration. Isolationist doubts, however, 
persist in the minds of many an average citizen. Such questions as: 
Why should world war II make the world “safe for democracy” when 
world war I failed? Why should we fight to maintain the British Em- 
pire? Weren't we drawn into this war by propaganda? How does Russia 
fit into a democratic world? 


The first chapter of this book is a statement of the doubts of the 
isolationist. The remainder of the book is an attempt to answer the 
questions raised in chapter one, 


Mr. Angell's thesis is that it is the »neople who ultimately control 
the international policy of a country. No matter what the opinion of 
the leaders, they are vnowerless unless they have vublic opinion hbe- 
hind them. Witness President Wilson and the rejection by the United 
States of his League of Nations. Now the people are well aware of 
their rights, but they do not appreciate the full extent of the obli- 
gations accompanvirg these rights. Principal among these obligations 
is that of defending the rieht to life end to freedom wherever and 
whenever it is attacked. The freedom of every nation is dependent on 
the continued freedom of all other nations. 
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",.etwo wars have come upon us in a single seneretion be- 
cause we heve forgotten the elementary social truth that 
the right of each to life must be defended collectively, 
or it cannot be defended at all.....Here surely is a truth 
which lies at the heart of democracy and is of its essence",., 
"the great masses are unaware of these duties, of the de- 
fensive interdependence of groups and of nations", 


Mr, Angell argues well and convincingly for the necessity of an in- 
ternational order, a pooling of force in order to use it against 
aggression. Whether his arguments would impress Mr. Average Citizen 
is another question. His defense of the English Empire is exception- 
ally well done, but perhaps it is a bit too plausible for the average 
American that he hes in mind, 


Charles Denecke,S.Jd. 
University of Scranton 


Priestley, J.B. Black-Out in Gretley. A story of-and for-Wwartime. 
Herper & Brothers, Feb. 3, 1943. Peo?3 $2.50 


This is the usual spy-murder-mystery novel written “of-and for-War- 
time", produced by an artist who has turned practical and who shows 
it. The interest is good but the detective devices are naive--the 
enemy spies are most accomodating in the matter of leaving clues ly- 
ing about! The setting is a North Midland English town, Gretley in 
January 1942, ugiy and industrial. The chief counter-svy, 43-year- 
old Canadian Humphrey Neyland, tells himself how he is sent to catch 
the spy-ring in Gretlev and how he does it. The chief new slant is 
that the man uses his sex to trap Diana Axton, whereas traditionally, 
as with Mata Hari, it is the other wavy around, 


Neyland kisses blond Diana Axton of the Book Shov and tekes her to 
dinner at the Queen of Clubs. Here he finds the handsome Mrs. Jes- 
mond and Mrs. Csastlside the Flirt:tious wife of a major, and Perigc 
and the witty cosmopolite, snd ir. Fencrest who now calls himself 
Settle and confesses to Nevlend that ‘irs. Jesmond is the true pro- 
prietor of the nisht club. And he meets Joe the popular bartender, 
Somewhere among them, he feels, the svy ring can be traced. The next 
day, by means of a special secret service cigerette lishter, he re- 
cognizes the guide in the aircraft factory as a fellow arent and 
agrees to meet him at 9:30 P.M. But at that hour this man Olney is 
Tun down end kilied. His recovered notebook warns against a man with 
a scar. During another date with Diana Axton she confides thst she 
wants him to work in the aircraft factory to set informetion for her 
and the Axis. That nisht the major's flirtatious wife is found killed 
and Neyland gets better acquainted with the attending doctor, widowel 
Margaret Bauernstern. From her brother-in-law he gets the last iii- 
portant clue--that the man with the scar is the man-servent of Colo- 
nel Tarlington, a bullying, kill-ali-Germans and keep-the-traditiors1 
waveof-life type of orating super-patriot, that this nan-servant is 
not really Llovd !lorris but the Nazi Felix Rodel, and that the Colo- 
nel knows it. When Neyland and Otto Bauernstern confront Rodel, Ney- 
aldn is wounded and Otto and Rodel killed. When Nevland then accuses 
Colonel Terlington of beine a Nezi stoose and the murderer of Olney, 
he directly drives him to suicide. Then Neylund lets Margaret Bauern- 
stern nurse his wound. 
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The novel is not now sexy or suggestive thourh a motion picture of 
it can easily become so. The language is always proper send restraird 
An ethical difficulty occurs only in the matter of lying. Naturally 
Neyland with whom we sympathize lies all the time to friend and foe 
jn the prosecution of his counter-espionage, and lying for one's 
country cones to appear as verfectly natural, necessary and good. 

But the problem whether, if one can shoot a man in defsnce of one's 
country, one can't also "lie to him is an old one--never yet satis- 
factorily settled! 


The chief thesis of tie novel is that since this is not merely ag 
nationalistic but also an ideological war, spies must be looked for 
among one's own nationals as well as aliens, and anong the extra- 
loud flagwavers in pvsarticular. A secondary and esvecially good thesis 
cropping out all along, is that England must not fight for the tradi- 
tional way of life but for a much better wav of life, better for the 
common nen. While obviously not literature, this book is good and 
interesting ephemeral reeding. 


Benefield, Barry. ae end the Archangel Mike. Reynsal & Hitchcock. 
Jan. ll, 1943. p310. oe. 2050 


This is a story of e semi-conquest of the big citv by the small town 
ideslist, the account of what hapnened when Perry Dunklin, a Southern 
middle class girl became tired of beine pushed around by her sister- 
in-law and left to make her way. On the first night out she encoun- 
tered Edverd Yancey Tavloe. "Badie", who hed just inherited a few 
thousend dollars, was a hard-boiled, blase copy reader on a metro- 
politan newspaper, with a memory well stored with items he had cut 
from reporters' stories to save the paper from libel suits and other 
unpleasantness. Perry was the small town expert in business manage- 
ment, with knowledge acouired solely through correspondence courses. 
After she met Eddie they went on to New York end Brooklyn,traveling 
as brother and sister all the way. Then follow a series of experiemss 
for Purry as she trices to find a position, finally ending as an 
assistant in Gaboolian's Riding Acadeny where some mechanical gad- 
gets gave vicarious pleasure to an ex-captain of a ship et al. 
Throughout the story the Archangel Mike, who could flash a 200 watt 
angelic smile at will, as a combined guardian angel for Perry and 
Eddie, smoothing the way for idealism and romance. 


For those who demend a nointed morsel or obvious theme, this story 
will have little appeal; lovers of nild satire and humor will enjoy 
it. Some profenity end a sugrestive scene (n.284-5) make it unsuit- 
able for acolescents, 


Kentor, MacKinlevy. Hanoy Land. Coward-McCann Inc. Jan. 15, 1943. 
$1.25 


"The Marshes fought in wars; they didn't get killed in them." Three 
generations of Marshes hed nroudly gone forth to defend their country 
and they had come back to tuke up again the business in the drug 
Store that had become the center of activity in Hartfield, a kind of 
_ of the American way of life, a way of life well worth defend- 
ng. 
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So it was with pride that Lew Marsh watched his son go forth to 
serve in the new war and he looked forth with confident expectancy 
to the time when Rustv would return to carry on the loving service 
that had become as traditional as the family bravery. But Rusty was 
killed in action, and suddenly his shocked father began to question 
the meaning behind the whole story. He could not reconcile the ab- 
rupt ending of a life so obviously incomplete as young Rusty's with 
the rurpose of a fight for life and liberty. He was in a most des- 
pondent state when his grandfather avpesred in snirit and led hin 
pack through the scenes of his own boyhood, preserved for him by the 
valor of those who had gone before, and through the bovhood days of 
his son, Rusty, even richer than his own had been as the same free- 
dom and opportunity ovened up his wav of life in America; and Lew is 
finally brought to see thst in Rusty's death lies the assurance of 
freedom for youns Americans of the future. When grandfather departs, 
peace has been restored to the mind of Lew Marsh. He is busy once 
more in his drue store when he is confronted by one of Rusty's bud-= 
dies, homeless on furlough, and seeking, at Rusty's invitation, the 
home and hosvitality of the American larshes, 


In this very brief end symbollic picture, the author does not sound 
a note deep enough to awaken the emotional response of the reader to 
the reality he is trying to portray, Zven the grief of Rustv's father 
is evident only on the surface and quite understandably so, as his 
philosophy leaves him stranded at a loss to understand the deeper 
meaning of human existence. The climax is awkward and rather mean- 
ingless leaving the reader with a feeling of disappointment in the 
whole story which is rich in possibilities very meagerly realized by 
the author. The book is not recommended for enjoyment, though it is 
not condemned as being objectionable, 


CRIME CLUB-JANUARY CO-SEL™CTION 
With Upfield-Murder Down Under 


Van Siller. Echo of a Bomb. Doubledsy Doran. Jan. 22, 1943. p280 $200 


When Bryan Sloane, noted foreign corresnondent, on leave to write the 
inevitable book, saw Paula Storm at a cocktail party he was imme- 
diately attracted, to nut it mildly, and Paula reciprocated although 
quite coldly at first. Then when the romance seemed to be reaching 

a satisfactory conclusion a shsttered survivor of an English bombing, 
Bill Maloney, apneared and bluntly ordered Paula to leave with him, 
It was obvious to Bryan that she feared Bill but hed to obey him for 
reasons neither she nor her nother would disclose. The day after 
their departure Bryan resd about their marriage. Soon a letter of 
appeal arrived from Paula and Brvan went to an estste in Virginia 
where a pair of Ifurders occurred and he and a friend worked out the 
solution. This is a superior bit of ratiocination for adult use. 


LITERARY GUILD-FUBRUARY SSLECTION 


Lothar, Ernest. Beneath Another Sun.Doubledsy Doran. Jan.22, 1943. 
Pe420, $2.75 Note: Translated by Barrows Mussey, 


Sometime in the future (not too fer distant we hope) the statesmen of 
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the world will again be called upon to deal with the ever vexing 
problem of the status of minority groups. Parenthetically may we 
hope that they handle it more realistically and justly than did 
their predecessors in 1919. It was this thorn of contention that 
drove deeply into the heart of European peace in the years inter- 
yening betwaen Verseilles snd Munich and furnished ample occasion 

for the machinations whereby Hitler fractured thst peace in 1939. 
After the Anschluss with Austria Hitler and Mussolini concocted an 
agreenent whereby the sturdy Tiroleans were summarily dispossessed 
and handed over to the directors of the Third Reich, These people 
who for centuries head had two ingrained loves, of freedom and of 
their homeland and its wav of life, were deerly wounded in both and 
as a result were determined upon resistance at any price. This is 
the story which grnst Lothar tells in Beneath Another Sun, a tale of 
underground resistence in central Burope during 1939-1941. 


In 1939 the nonagenarian Laurenz Mumelter together with his grand- 
children, Anéreas, Riccarda and Sepp, faced expulsion from the home- 
land their family hed loved for centuries. They attempt to send their 
story of Axis oppression to the outside world through Hoffman, an 
American who is visiting Europe in the interest of his daughter's 
health. Hoffman however is discovered to be e German citizen since 

he hed never taken out naturalization papers in the United States 

and so their scheme is defeated. The Mumelters were tsken to Pilsen 
where Andreas is sent to the Skoda works to finish the development 

of an antiaircraft gun which he had invented. Laurenz Mumelter bore 
his tribulations with great fortitude and in a svirit of intense 
pride. Above all he missed the beautiful Tirol and the simple way of 
life which had been his for a lifetime but in addition he was forced 
to see his granddaughter bear an illesitimate child by an Italian 
lover and his grandson Sepp violate family honor joining the Hitler 
Jugend, All these things combined to bring him to his erave within 


the first year of his exile. 


In Andreas however the svirit of revolt ageinst slavery, which had 
marked his people for ages, burned brightly and he planned to arm 
the exiled Tiroleans with arms smuegled from Skoda works and then 
lead an uprising for liberty. In the meantime he and Gwen Hoffman, 
the American girl, had fallen deenly in love, They were estranged 
when Gwen, in spite of Andreas' advice that it would be harmful, per- 
sisted in maintaining her integrity by vresentine contradictory evi- 
dence in a brutal murder case which the Nazis were attennting to 

blame on the Jews, However Gwen feiled to prevent injustice and some- 
time efter her release she and Andreas vere married being able to x. -: 
snatch but a few brief moments of happiness. In the meantime the 

ezechs had been developing Beseda, an organization for underground 
activity, and Andrees learns of its plans through a voung Czech ¥ 
leader, Jaro Ulir, whom Riccarde had married. Andreas feels that the 
time is not vet rive for resistence and advocates waiting but Jaro 
cannot agree. At that moment a third element enters the scene when 

Dr. Paumgartner, a fashionable physician and dilletante musician, 

who enjoys the confidence of the Nazis, endeavors to correlate both 
plans with one of his own for international organized resistence. By 
giving musicales for Pilesen society the conspirators are able to 

plot secretly under the very noses of the officials. Andreas still 
refuses to act until his preparetions are further advenced but the 
others beginetheir resistance and meet with initial successes, espe- 
cially in disabling a large part of the Skoda works. 
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The whole picture changes however when, in order to show the world 
that the Skoda works is still producing valuable equipment and to 
hide the extent of the damage, the officials plan a visit end speech 
by Hitler on an inspection of the new and efficient antiaircraft gun 
which Andreas had been developing. Andreas then changes his plans 
completely and rushes to completion the work on a model of his gun, 
planning to kill Hitler and his satellites at the demonstration even 
though it mean the loss of his own life. His plan fails when Hitler 
does not appear and to escave arrest now that his gun is frinished 
Andreas and Gwen flee into the country where they sre sheltered by 
peasants but through the treachery of his brother Sevyn they are cap- 
tured and Andreas is executed. Gwen carries the ashes of Laurenz end 
Andreas back to their homeland as the storv ends on the hopeful note 
that eventually the resistance of the conquered will lav the con- 
querors low end that the sacrifice of those who died will not have 
peen in vain. 


Beneath Another Sun is an interesting end well written story of the 
desire for liberty and home which motivates the underground resis- 
tance of common peovle in conquered countries against their oppres- 
sors. The style of writing and exvressicn is somewhat Victorian so 
that at times the action moves rather slowly and the characters are 
sonewhat stilted. However there is no do: bt as to the sincerity of 
emotion and especially when the author speaks of love of home and of 
a simple and uprieht way of life in the character of Laurenz Mumelte, 
The book mav be recommended for adults. 
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